A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
talent of the leader. His sudden disappearance, even in natural
fashion, would have been a sufficient shock to make the King
other than what he had been; coming as it did by assassination
—and virtually at the hands of the men who had so violently
attacked the monarchy—it made the situation henceforward
quite definite. Either Charles or the wealthy revolutionaries
in Parliament must go; and Charles was determined now that
it should not be himself, but they.
He had promised to summon die prorogued Parliament again
at the beginning of the next year, and though it contained
those who were responsible for Buckingham's blood and for
the accusations against himself (that he had been party to his
father's murder), he kept his word. He had reissued printed
copies of the Petition of Right, signed with the first general
formula of assent, and prepared other copies with the stricter
formula, in order that they might be compared. But he had
returned to the general formula because the Parliament had
broken the implied understanding about Buckingham. Parlia-
ment met in February 1629, and on March 2 Elliot excelled
himself in fury and violence. When the Speaker rose to say
that he had had orders for the adjournment of the House he
was called upon to put a vote remonstrating against the collection
of the customs. The Speaker refused to do so, because the
House had been duly and legally ordered to adjourn by the
King. The revolutionaries then used the first act of violence.
The Speaker was held down in his chair by Holies, a young
aristocrat and familiar at court, and by Valentine. A great
number of members were ready to draw their swords in defence
of the King, others to draw theirs in defence of the revolution;
and even at this stage the new alliance between the political
revolt and the intense Puritan feeling which was later to give it
driving-power was brought in, and with a resolution declaring
that any merchant who paid custom should be held a traitor it
was also declared that anyone seeking to bring in Popery should
be judged worthy of death.
The phrase was extravagant and ridiculous, for no one in
authority was other than the strong enemy of Catholicism, but
tibe very excess of the words showed how innate was now the
affiance between the political revolutionaries and the large
faction of the Puritans, upon whose zeal they depended for
support in their attack on the monarchv. On the next day

